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. MassTrails Grant — Mystic River to 
Minuteman Bikeway Feasibility Study 

. Mass Ave/Appleton Safety & Accessibility 
Corridor Project 
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Wayfinding Context 


Wayfinding to and from the Bikeway needs fo fit into the larger street network. Figure 29's a 
diagrammatic map of the Bikeway showing priority comdors in Arington that are likely to be used 
fo connect to the Bikeway via al-grade street crossings (shown in green) or access points (shown 
in yellow}, connect from the Bikeway to Town Centers and other key destinations, or are important 
regional corridors that will benefit from contextual wayfinding. Wayfinding to and from the Bikeway 
on these corridors wil help support a more cohesive overall multi-modal network. 


The contextual map also shows key landmarks that could be highlighted in wayfinding. including 
Arlington High School, Cooke's Hollow, Old Schwamb Mill, the Mill Brook, and the Alewite Greenway 
Path. Open spaces, natural features, and public buildings all may serve as local kandmarks 


Cdoke's Hollow Broadway 


, Somerville 


Linwood Street 


e Plan is complete and will be put on the Town’s 


website in the next few days 


e Can provide update or discuss plan at next ABAC 
meeting once people have had a chance to review it 


e Determine what project priorities from plan should 
be pursued for funding (such as CPA) 


Mystic River to Bikeway Project 
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Mystic River Path Connection to 
the Minuteman Bikeway 


Segment B: Mystic Valley 
Parkway from Mystic Street to 


High Street Rotaries 
Multimodal Safety & Accessibility 


For Segment B. 2 12-14' wide shared use path is located 
‘long the west to north side of the parkway as it curves. Tho 
‘path width can change according to available space as the 
roadway is narrowed, 


Closer to the Mystic Valley Parkway/ Mystic Street/Summer 
‘Stroot intersection, 3 6-10" wide butler Is proposed to bo 
located between the path and roadway. As the curve rounds 


Figure 28: Segment B - Mystic Valley Parkway ius! east of Mystic Street/ Summer Streel/ 


Mystic Valley Parkway intersection 


Figure 29 Segment B- Mystic Valley Parkmay along Lower Mystic Lake 
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to the east. the butter is proposed between & and 14° wide 
doponding upon avaiable space 


Vehicular travel lanes are narrowed to 11° with 2° shoulders, 
though shouldors may be required to narrow briefly at tho 
Mill Brook culvert to maintain adequate path width. 


Whore feasible, itis recommended to pull the path 
away from the lake to increase space for stormwater 
management and te help provent erosion by allowing for 
‘more vegetation to stabilize the bank. More narrow travel 
lanes are proposed that will help reduce vehicular speeds 


While speeds will be reduced with narrowed roadways and 

the buffer between the roadway and path will be widened in 
‘some locations, guardrails are 
Fecommended to be analyzed 
for use in the butter atong the 
full length of this segment. 
Guardrails may particularly be 
necessary atong Lower Mystic 
[Lake given the bank stooply 
rops off. The public had 
also called for guardrails to 
increase a sense of safety and 
comfort 


Placemaking/ 
Ecological 
Preservation 

Tree planting can be 
considered where the butter 
is atleast 10° wide, Howover 
also analyze whether the path 
might be pulled away from 
{2096 of the take to allow for an 
expansion of the riparian edge 


A scenic overtook is proposed 
‘along the lakeshore for path 
users 10 enjoy expansive views 
of Lower Mystic Lake. The 
overtookis) can be located 
either near the Mill Brook 
culvert oF across from Hayes 
Street. 


“The open Lawn area just north 
of the High Street bridge 
Is envisioned as a Nature 
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Opportunity Area. with native plantings that support habitat, 
and rain gardens 2s well 2s space for passive recreation. 


Segment C: Mystic Valley 
Parkway from the Rotaries to 
Alewife Brook Greenway 
Multimodal Safety & Accessibility 


Segment C includes many opportunities for active recroation. 
‘Along the river the primary facility is an asphalt shared use 
ath. primary 11” in width. This width can be adjusted up or 
down by 1° to respond to wider or more constrained conditions 
‘The path is lined by 2’ reinforced turT shoulders to each sido for 
users who prefer a sott-surtace tor running or walking. 


\With vehicular travel lanes on Mystic Valley Parkway narrowed 
10 112 pair of 6 wide bike Lanos with T’wide Buffers is 
‘proposed in the roadway. I is recommended to pravidevverticat 
delineation in these buffers for added safety and to prevent 
vehicles tram parking in the bike lanes. 


Where parkland width allows. an additional 6-7" wide 
pedostrian- only stabilized aggragate path is proposed 
between the shared use path and Mystic River 


Placemaking/ Ecological Preservation 
Nature Opportunity Areas are proposed to be incorporated 
in locations with the highest anticipated use and appropriate 
‘settings for riparian restoraton, habitat protection, 
‘and environmental education purposes. Another scenic 
overtook is proposed at the river's edge. and stepdowns are 
‘recommended for use in limited locations so people can more 
jsasity access the water. Path Gateways with waytinging 
‘and information wil be located at key access points to 
the path, such as major intersoctions or neighborhood 
connections. 


Figure 30: Segment C -Mystic Valley Parkway along Mystic River just south of Medford Street rotary 


Figure 31) Segment C -Mystic Valley Parkway along Mystic River where space for # pedestrian oath & available 
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Study is complete and will be put on the Town’s website in 


the next few days 


e Arlington did not receive MassTrails funding in the spring 


2022 round for design of the Mill Street/Summer Street 
segment (Arlington-owned) 


Likely to apply for funding again for the next MassTrails 
round (due Feb. 1, 2023), or consider other sources 


Mass Ave/Appleton Street Corridor 
Project 
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Town Seeks Feedback on Mass Ave/Appleton Corridor to Guide Future Design 
Public invited to provide input through July 
Post Date: 07/20/2022 11:20 AM 


On June 23, 2022, the Town hosted the first public 
open house for the Mass Ave/Appleton Safety & 
Accessibility Corridor Project. After a brief 
presentation, meeting attendees reviewed existing 
conditions data and shared thoughts about the 
upcoming roadway design process. View a re- 
recording of the open house presentation. 


Through the end of July, the Town is collecting 
comments on this project. Provide comments 
through a Google Form here. 


Gathering feedback and input from all users of the 
Project Corridor is important to the design team. As 
this was the first in-person public open house since 
the start of the COVID-19 pandemic and not everyone could join us in June, we are offering a virtual platform to share data 
and gather public feedback. Materials about this project are also available for viewing at the Robbins Library in the foyer 
next to the main entrance through the end of July. 


Feedback can also be provided via the online digital workspace called MURAL. MURAL is a digital workspace for visual 
collaboration. Visual collaboration provides an opportunity for community members to share and comment on ideas 
virtually, just as is done at an in-person public meeting with markers and sticky notes. 


Mass Ave/Appleton Street Corridor 
Project 


Below are several different design elements that could be incorporated into the 
project. Please vote for your three favorite/highest priority elements. 


Improved Traffic Control 
(Accommodations for left-turns, turn 

O restrictions, defined circulation 
pattern) 


Dedicated Space for Curbside oO Street Furniture (Benches, trees 


id Activity (Loading zones, rideshare, planters) 


Mass Ave/Appleton Street Corridor 
Project 
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REET (2019) 
The map to the left shows westbound vehicle flows 
through the Mass Ave at Lowell Street 


The map to the left shows southbound vehicle flows 
through the Appleton Street at Acton/Mass Ave Corridor 


The map below shows eastbound vehicle flows. 
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Mass Ave/Appleton Street Corridor 
Project 
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